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Its Internecine quarrels, in defence of social order. Fox had
a greater In asking Christianity to lay aside Its secular
Veapons, In respect for the spirit of truth. It was a new
thing for the Irish Protestant to be told In the magnificent
language of Burke that religion was such a sacred thing
that Christians must not persecute each other. It was a
much newer thing for a good many besides an Irish Protestant
or an English Bishop, to be told that religion was such a
sacred thing that the state must not attempt to control it.
In the effort to impress that truth upon his generation, the
truth he first taught to English Liberalism> Fox summoned
to his aid all the best qualities of his implacable magnanimity.
A statesman who would have scorned to drive a bargain
with his conscience, or to play a part before It, he was
relentlessly at war with a system that fostered or rewarded
hypocrisy, and encouraged men to persuade themselves that
ceremonies were mere pantomimes, If they were the condition
of civil advancement. If he fought relentlessly against all
the sophistries by which statesmen who disowned persecution
still perpetuated the intolerance of the dead. It was just
became no statesman had combined so passionately as he3
respect for the rights of man with respect for the rights
of reason.